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Linda White was appointed Chair of the Conference Archives and History Committee in 2010.  As chair, she also sits on the National 
Committee on Archives and History, a standing committee of General Council.  It is responsible for the coordination and promotion of 

archival activity and sound recordkeeping practices in the United Church and develops, recommends, and implements policies to carry 
out this mandate.  Linda works as an archivist at Memorial University’s Archives and Special Collections.  Although a member of Gower 

Street United Church in St. John’s, her family’s roots are in the Methodist tradition of Greenspond, Bonavista Bay.

Count Your Blessings!

Victoria Tuck counting the pews at Gower Street United Church.  
(Photograph courtesy of Albert Johnson)

Greetings from the Archives and History Com-
mittee of the United Church in the New-
foundland and Labrador Conference. The 

Manual of The United Church of Canada states that:

We would like to take this opportunity to ask every 
United Church congregation in Newfoundland and 
Labrador to make an inventory of their records and 
other important historical materials.

How do you make an inventory? Make a list and 
count. Count everything in your church. Count the 
pews, count the hymn books, count the Bibles, count 
the choir gowns, count the windows, count the col-
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The record books of Congregations and other 
organizations, and of the Courts, Boards, Di-
visions, Departments, Sessions, and Commit-
tees of the church, when no longer regularly 
needed, along with correspondence and other 
documents of historical value, should be de-
posited in the Conference Archives. 

lection plates, count the people, count, count, count.  
Then make a list of all your records: minutes of 
meetings, newsletters, photographs, blueprints, Sun-
day bulletins, funeral services, wedding services, 
baptisms, special services, annual reports, financial 
statements, plaques, information on the plaques, 
banners, maps, tape recordings, Christmas concert 
programs, tickets for cold plates, family histories, 
and any other documents.

Gower Street United Church has already started 
making an inventory. Victoria Tuck, a young mem-
ber of Gower and daughter of United Church minis-
ter Rev. Robert Tuck, began the process by counting 
the pews. These pews are over 100 years old and are 
made of oak. 

So ... get counting!

If you have any questions or comments, 
please feel free to contact Linda White,  
Chair of the Archives and History Committee, at 
lindawhite@nl.rogers.com or phone 709-579-8283.
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Leona Laundry
320 Elizabeth Avenue, St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone (709) 754-0372, Toll Free (877) 954-0386
ucbookstore@nfld.net

Twelve Steps to a 
Compassionate Life

Karen Armstrong, one of the 
most original thinkers on the 
role of religion in the modern 
world, sets out a program that 
can lead us toward a more com-
passionate life.

Genuine affection for the church 
shines between every line of Ja-
net Cawley’s powerful description 
of congregations learning to rec-
ognize themselves.  She offers 
an accessible identity exercise 
in congregational self-discovery 
and back it up with delightfully 
quirky stories of how it works.  An 
enjoyable, insightful read.

Who Is Our Church?
by Janet R. Cawley $25.95 tax included

Allpricesincludetax

Holy Things for Youth Ministry
by Brian Hardesty-Crouch

These 13 sessions will assist Sunday school 
teachers, youth directors, clergy, and volun-
teers  find effective ways to transmit Christian 
faith by actually doing it with youth. Can be used 
at any youth event, meeting, or gathering as 
single sessions for youth groups or as a Sunday 
school series. $12.30 tax incl.$22.95 tax incl.

What have you read lately?

  “From just two verses of Romans 16, Joan Campbell, NT professor at Atlantic School of Theology, 
reconstructs an important female figure in the early Jesus movement. Digging below the surface, 
we are allowed the intimate privilege of walking the streets of Phoebe’s Kenchreai and meeting 
her associates who lived over two thousand years ago. For anyone seeking a balanced and com-
prehensive understanding of their Christian biblical roots, Phoebe’s portrait is an important read. 
Contemporary women looking to confirm their role in promoting the gospel message today will be 
uplifted by this interpretive social-scientific study of Phoebe’s ministry.”   
                                                                                          - Marilyn Rees, Northern Arm Pastoral Charge

Book Review of Phoebe: Patron and Emissary (Joan Campbell)

Uncommon Gratitude  
Alleluia For All That Is

Joan Chittister and Rowan Williams
 

In this series of reflections it becomes clear that singing alleluia is not 
a way to escape reality but receptivity to another kind of reality beyond 
the immediate and the delusional, of helping us understand what is 
now and what is to come.                                        $19.95 tax included
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