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Children helping children

Grace United Church children in Springdale come to 
the aid of children in Haiti

SUBMITTED BY LORINDA BUTT

In November 2009, the Christian Education Committee and the Sunday School 
of Grace United Church, Springdale hosted a fundraiser in aid of Hands Across 
the Sea-Haiti (HATS-Haiti).  HATS-Haiti is a non-proý t organization serving 

needy children and families in Deschappelles, Haiti.  Founded and directed by 
Karen Huxter (originally from Springdale), HATS-Haiti is comprised of an or-
phanage, a school serving children from preschool to grade 9, and a community 
outreach program.  Thirty percent of the total amount raised from our fundraiser 
was donated to HATS-Haiti.  We raised $387 from this event.  Karen Huxter is an 
amazing lady, though small in stature, who has a huge heart full of love for her 
‘family’ in Haiti.  God has richly blessed the children in having Karen continue her 
work with the orphanage and school.

Hands Across the Sea-Haiti are currently constructing an addi-
tional home for the children’s orphanage in Deschappelles, Hai-
ti.  In this photo of the construction, you see workers digging a 
ditch across the yard for the plumbing of the new septic line.

Ÿ (page 2)

Photo C
redit: w

w
w

.hatshaiti.org

H



2     the CONNECTOR, January 2011

the CONNECTOR
Published by

the Newfoundland and Labrador 
Conference of The United Church of 

Canada

Distributed six times annually as an 
insert in the United Church

Observer

Contact Information

Alison Piercey, Editor
Mailing Address:  Newfoundland 
and Labrador Conference Ofý ce
320 Elizabeth Avenue
St. John’s, NL, A1B 1T9

Phone: 709-722-7991 (H)
Fax: 709-754-8336
E-mail: a.piercey@nl.rogers.com

Please send submissions:

Short articles: 
Approximately 450 words 

Photos:
Close-ups are best
One to three images per article
Digital: 
Jpg - 250 dpi via e-mail

Print: 
Mail or drop off

Please include the name(s) of those 
in the photos and a statement 

indicating that permission has been 
granted for publication.  

CONNECTOR Editorial Board

Forward comments/suggestions:

Chair (Interim):  Rev. Don Stiles

Members:  Ms. Gloria Myles, 
Rev. Bill Bartlett, Ms. Alison 
Piercey

© the CONNECTOR is copyrighted 
by the Newfoundland and Labra-
dor Conference.  Please contact 

the ofý ce for permission to reprint 
articles.

Design:  Alison Piercey 

Emma O’Rourke and Lorinda Butt are co-superintendents and lead-
ers of Grace United Church Sunday School of which there are about 20 
children and youth.  Emma explained to the children how the Haitian 
children at the orphanage and school live.  The children and parents 
were very eager to help the Haitian children in any way they could.  
During the Fall of 2009, our Sunday School made a project called 
“Hogs for Haiti” in which the children made hogs from two-litre pop 
bottles, decorated them, and brought them home to place their pennies, 
nickels and dimes in which resulted in $656.50 being raised for HATS-
Haiti.  We are very proud of our small Sunday School and what they 
wanted to do for the children they have never met.

Karen Huxter’s brother Don Huxter is a member of our church and 
has been to Haiti many times to help with the building of additional 
rooms for the school in Haiti.  Since the devastating earthquake, Don 
has been involved with rebuilding the school and compound so the 
students will not lose time attending school and so those living on the 
compound will have a safe place to live.  Karen and Don and their 
siblings will all be together in January to aid the people in Haiti during 
this very difý cult time.  For more information on the Hands Across the 
Sea-Haiti program, please go to www.hatshaiti.org. 

Lorinda Butt is a member of Grace 
United Church, Springdale.

At the Septem-
ber 19, 2010 
worship ser-
vice at Jubilee 
United Church, 
Wesleyville, 
Rev. George 
Kean (retired 

minis-
ter) and 
the men’s 
choir led 
an uplifting 
service of 
praise and 
fellowship.  

Service of praise and worship at
Jubilee United Church, Wesleyville

minis-
ter) and 
the men’s 
choir led 
an uplifting 
service of 
praise and 
fellowship.  

Note from Editor:  There are many ways to support overseas work 
including supporting the Mission & Service Fund.  Our M&S Fund 
gifts help fund organizations around the world just like Hands Across 
the Sea-Haiti.
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The Melindys

A Tribute by Ed Smith

Ed Smith is a member of Grace United 
Church, Springdale and a friend of the late 

Rev. Patricia and Lloyd Melindy.

In August of this past summer, 
the congregation of Grace 
United Church in Springdale 

said a sad goodbye to two of its 
members and its immediate past 
minister.

The Rev. Patricia Melindy and 
her husband Lloyd were 
killed when their van col-
lided with a transport 
truck near Regina, 
Saskatchewan. Pat 
had been our minis-
ter for the past two 
years and decided 
to retire in June. To 
celebrate her retire-
ment, she and Lloyd 
decided to drive across 
Canada visiting family and 
friends. They were on their way 
home when the tragic accident oc-
curred.

Both Pat and Lloyd made a 
huge impact on the church and the 
community, having moved here in 
1966. Both were larger-than-life 
personalities and made friends 
easily. Lloyd was an administrator 
in the high school and a volunteer 
in several community organiza-

tions. Pat was a gifted musician 
and brought these gifts with her 
to the church. Often she not only 
conducted the service but played 
the organ and piano as well.

She and I made several music 
albums together and gave concerts 
in many Newfoundland churches 
and communities. Our singing 
partnership ended when Pat decid-

Lloyd and 
Rev. Patricia 

Melindy

ed to become a full-time ordained 
minister. She served the church 
in Catalina-Little Catalina, Hum-
bermouth (Corner Brook) and 
Springdale.

The church and the Town of 
Springdale were in shock for most 

of the summer. Their closer 
friends will say that they 

still cannot believe Pat 
and Lloyd are gone. 
Marion and I lived 
next door to them 
for 36 years. Only 
a long stare at the 
vacant house in the 

next garden convinc-
es us that we will see 

them no more in this life. 
It is a very empty feeling.

The Melindys enriched the lives 
of all who met them and will be 
long remembered by everyone.
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W E L C O M E  T O  T H E  N E W F O U N D L A N D  &  L A B R A D O R 
C O N F E R E N C E ,  T H E  U N I T E D  C H U R C H  O F  C A N A D A

Newfoundland and Labrador Conference is one of 13 United Church Conferences across Canada, our Con-
ference being the most easterly.  The oversight of the life and work of our approximately 200 congregations 
is exercised by our East and West Districts, while Conference coordinates and oversees matters that effect 
the combined interests of the two Districts.

Have you checked out the Conference website?

www.newlabconf.com

We offer a search engine for quickly locating information.

We now have a dedicated Events page!  Do you have an event to share or 
are looking for what events are up and coming?  Find it right on our new Events page!

Wondering what Vacancies are available at the Conference or looking for 
a minister? Check out our Vacancies section. Submissions from Pastoral Charges are 
welcome!

Want to share a picture and story? We now feature a rotating picture gallery. 
Why not share a picture of your church or share a picture and story of a special event!

Check out our new Publications section for posters, pamphlets and news-
letters including back issues of “The CONNECTOR” and “UCW – News to Use”.

Announce to the world!  Our Announcements are now prominently featured on 
the ýrst page. Drop by and check out the lastest postings. 

We now have a Find Church/Contact section: Make sure to drop by and 
add your Pastoral Charge contact information!

Our Forms section is now live. There is an opportunity to submit/suggest Confer-
ence-wide forms that should be shared.

Come check out our Bookstore section. We highlight different resources 
each season.

We have a new Contact section for our Conference staff at both the 
St. Johnôs and Grand Falls-Windsor Conference Ofýces.

W e  h a v e  r e d e s i g n e d  t h e  w e b s i t e  w i t h  a  n e w  m o d e r n 
l o o k  a n d  h a v e  r e - o r g a n i z e d  t o  m a k e  n a v i g a t i o n  e a s i e r !

Keeping informed in the Newfoundland and Labrador Conference




