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Unwelcome visitor

Hurricane lgor spares
United Church in Shoal Harbour

SUBMITTED BY GEORGE MARTIN

arms, and hearts always open to strangers. However, on September 21, we
had a very unusual visitor. He was not even welcome! And we sincerely
hope and pray he never comes back again. His name was Igor.

O ur church at Shoal Harbour is a very friendly congregation with its doors,

As everyone who lives from the tip of the Burin Peninsula right up to Cape
Bonavista and all points in between knows, we will not soon forget Igor. Why?
Because he was a storm of hurricane proportions the like of which we have never
witnessed before. Carrying torrential rainfall and winds of 150 km per hour, he
left a trail of destruction in his wake. States of emergency were proclaimed in
virtually every community as pooded homes, uprooted trees, washed-out roads,
bridges, and driveways, loss of power and shortage of numerous necessities of life
were the order of the day. The power of the storm even forced several homes in
the surrounding area from their foundations.

Parts of New-
foundland took
a beating with
the arrival of
hurricane Igor
but the United
Church in Shoal
Harbour es-
caped destruc-
tion when the
giant oak tree
toppled me-
tres from the
church.
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As the photos show, two huge trees just behind our church were un-
able to withstand the fury of Igor. Seventy-yve years of steady growth
in spite of hail, sleet, wind, and other whims of nature was all toppled
in the manner of a few hours. We thank the Lord that neither of them
fell directly on the sanctuary itself -- they were such massive trees that,
had that occurred, they surely would have crushed the roof.

During the time we spent cleaning up the church grounds, we la-
mented the loss of our giant oaks. At the same time, we thanked the
Lord that our building was spared. We came to realize also that what
we had experienced was, perhaps, only a taste of what some of God’s
people, eg. Pakistan, live through many times in their lifetime. Truly
we are blessed to live in Canada.

The toppled oak on the grounds of Shoal
Harbour United Church is evidence of the
extreme wind of Hurricane lgor.

George Martin is a member of the Shoal
Harbour Pastoral Charge.

Newfoundland and
Labrador Conference
launches Hurricane Igor
pnancial appeal

On September 21, 2010 Hurricane Igor ripped across
parts of Newfoundland leaving in its path wind-bat-
tered towns, pooded waters and much destruction.
Towns and communities were isolated as rivers over-
powed and roads were washed away declaring a state
of emergency for many. Homes, personal belongings,
and tragically a person’s life were lost throughout this

devastating act of nature.

In an effort to assist families and communities in re-
building what has been lost, the Newfoundland and
Labrador Conference of The United Church of Canada
has initiated a Hurricane Igor Financial Appeal in part-
nership with the Canadian Red Cross. For further in-
formation on this appeal, please contact the ministry

personnel on your Pastoral Charge.

Thank you all for your care and concern in this mat-
ter. Together we will assist to help rebuild many lives
and homes!






